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Executive Summary

This report is to update the Transport for Lancashire Committee on the preparation of 
a joint local transport plan for Lancashire.  There is still a requirement on local 
transport authorities in England outside of London to produce a local transport plan 
under the Transport Act 2000, as amended by the Local Transport Act 2008.  The 
extant local transport plans of Lancashire County Council and Blackburn with Darwen 
Council run to 2021; that of Blackpool Council is updated on an annual basis.  The 
three councils are working collaboratively to prepare a joint local transport plan 
covering the three local transport authority areas and with a 25 year time horizon to 
2045.  The objective is to have this plan in place by 2020.

Recommendation

The Transport for Lancashire Committee is asked to note the contents of this report.

Background and Advice

There is still a requirement on local transport authorities in England outside of London 
to produce a local transport plan under the Transport Act 2000, as amended by the 
Local Transport Act 2008.  Prior to the 2008 Act, the Government required local 
transport authorities to review their plans at least every five years.  Subsequently, 
whilst the statutory requirement to produce and review a local transport plan remains, 
local transport authorities have the flexibility to replace their plans as they see fit.  The 
extant local transport plans of Lancashire County Council and Blackburn with Darwen 
Council run to 2021; that of Blackpool Council is updated on an annual basis.

The establishment of Transport for the North as a statutory sub-national transport body 
in April 2018 has recently placed an additional requirement on local transport 
authorities.  Section 102I of the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act 2016 
states that "the constituent authorities of a Sub-National Transport Body must exercise 



transport functions with a view to securing the implementation of the proposals 
contained in the statutory Sub-National Transport Body's transport strategy."

Transport for the North envisages that its strategic transport plan, the analysis 
underpinning it and Transport for the North's own policy positions will help to provide 
a strategic context within which local transport plans evolve in the future.  The 
collaborative approach established between Transport for the North and its twenty 
constituent local transport authorities will ensure a continuing two-way alignment 
between the strategic transport plan and local transport plans, providing a 
comprehensive framework for identifying and delivering transport investment priorities 
as part of a whole journey approach.

Lancashire County Council, Blackburn with Darwen Council and Blackpool Council 
are working collaboratively to prepare a joint local transport plan for Lancashire 
covering the three local transport authority areas and with a 25 year time horizon to 
2045.  The objective is to have this plan in place in 2020.

Financial Implications

There are no financial implications.

Legal Implications

There is still a requirement on local transport authorities in England outside of London 
to produce a local transport plan under the Transport Act 2000, as amended by the 
Local Transport Act 2008.
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